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1 . ROLE OF PLO IN LARNACA AIRPORT FIREFIGHT BETWEEN 
EGYPTIAN COMMANDOS AND CYPRUS NATIONAL GUARD (CNG) IS 
MATTER OF DISPUTE. THAT PLO REPRESENTATIVES 
CAME TO CYPRUS FROM BEIRUT IS PUBLICLY KNOWN AND 
ADMITTED BY GOC. CONTROVERSY IS OVER QUESTION 
OF WHETHER PLO JOINED IN FIGHTING ON SIDE OF CNG, 
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WHICH GOC DENIES BUT, NEVERTHELESS, IS SUPPORTED BY 
SOME EVIDENCE. 

2. ACCORDING TO GOC, PLO LEADER ARAFAT WAS CON- 
TACTED BY PRESIDENT KYPRIANOU FEB 18. SUBSEQUENTLY A 
SPECIAL CYPRUS AIRWAYS BAC-1 1 1 WAS SENT TO BEIRUT TO 
PICK UP, ACCORDING TO NICOSIA RADIO, "PALESTINIAN 
LEADERS" TO ASSIST GOC IN ITS NEGOTIATIONS WITH TER- 
RORISTS. EMBOFF AT LARNACA AIRPORT NOTED BAC-1 1 1 
SHORTLY BEFORE DEPARTURE OF TERRORISTS AND HOSTAGES 
IN CYPRUS AIRWAYS DC-8 EVENING FEB 18. TWO PALESTINIANS, 
DESCRIBED TO EMBOFF AS PLO, DISEMBARKED AND CON- 
SULTED WITH GOC MINISTERS IN AIRPORT VIP LOUNGE. AT 

HIS PRESS CONFERENCE FEB 21, PRESIDENT KYPRIANOU WAS 
ASKED IF PALESTINIAN COMMANDOS HAD PARTICIPATED IN 
THE AIRPORT FIGHTING. KYPRIANOU ANSWERED, "THERE WERE 
NO ARMED COMMANDOS, BUT A PALESTINIAN DELEGATION, WHICH 
ARRIVED FROM BEIRUT THE PREVIOUS DAY ... WAS SENT BY 
MR. ARAFAT AT THE REQUEST OF THE CYPRUS GOVERNMENT FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF PERSUADING THE TWO MURDERERS TO RE- 
LEASE THE HOSTAGES AND SURRENDER." 

3. ON THE OTHER HAND, AND CONFIRMING OTHER REPORTING, EMBOFFS 
AT LARNACA FEB 19 WERE TOLD BY SOURCES IN CYPRIOT POLICE THAT 
16 "PLO" HAD ARRIVED ON BAC- 111, PREVIOUS DAY, THAT THEIR 
PASSPORTS WERE BEING HELD BY POLICE AND THAT THEY 
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WERE "SOMEWHERE AROUND." LATER, AS FIREFIGHT WANED, 

EMBOFFS SAW AND HEARD ARMED, PLAINCLOTHED 
ARABIC-SPEAKING INDIVIDUALS MOVING WITH CNG TROOPS 
BACK AND FORTH BETWEEN TERMINAL AND ADJACENT AD- 
MINISTRATIVE BUILDINGS. DURING FIREFIGHT, EMBOFFS 
DID NOT SEE, AND WERE NOT IN POSITION TO SEE, WHETHER 
PLO PARTICIPATED IN FIGHTING. HOWEVER, IN RESPONSE 
EMBOFF QUERIES ABOUT IDENTITY ARAB SPEAKERS, POLICE 
STATED THAT INDIVIDUALS WERE "PLO" AND HAD "ASSISTED" NCG. 

4. COMMENT. IN VIEW FOREGOING, PRESIDENT KYPRIANOU 
MAY BE PUTTING HIMSELF IN POTENTIALLY EMBARRASSING 
POSITION BY FLATLY DENYING PRESENCE OF ARMED PALESTINIANS. 

ON OTHER HAND, LARGE NUMBER OF ARMED PLAINCLOTHED CNG 
AND POLICE OFFICIALS AT AIRPORT MAKE IT DIFFICULT TO 
CONCLUDE THAT PLAINCLOTHED INDIVIDUALS WHO DID PARTI 
CIPATE IN FIGHTING AT AIRPORT WERE NECESSARILY PLO, 

ALTHOUGH WE BELIEVE IT LIKELY. 
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